GEORGIAN PORTRAITS
to appreciate and reward great English artists with the same warmth
and liberality it shows to their foreign colleagues.
In the autumn of 1935 the Archbishop of Canterbury, on the
recommendation of the Benchers of both Societies of the Temple,
and the heads of the musical profession, conferred the degree
of Doctor of Music of Oxford on Thalben-Ball. I believe he is
one of the youngest musicians to have received this compliment.
That is the only satisfactory way to obtain such a distinction.
Like the Garter, " no damned merit about it ! "
Up to the present time Thalben-Ball has written very little
music. This is a pity, for what he has written is very good. A
Christmas Carol, " There is no Rose," is one of the loveliest
of all carols, and his " Gloria in Excelsis Deo," which is elaborately
contrapuntal, is an inspired composition in the best Tudor
tradition. His two predecessors were extremely prolific ; indeed,
of the 418 hymns in the Temple Hymn Book, 74 are by E. J.
Hopkins, and "Walford Davies was no less industrious. Thalben-
Ball could, an he chose, turn out conventional church music by
the ream, but to his eternal credit he does not do so. It is, by the
way, remarkable that a church organist, however talented, is
able to keep his musicianship and his faith intact. His soul is
obliged to magnify the Lord in such loathly measures ! I wish
he would give us some new organ music. He is trying to get the
best English composers, among others Bax and Walton, to write
for the organ, and now that it is beginning to lose its exclusively
church significance and to be regarded as the brilliant solo
instrument which it is, it is difficult to see why composers do not
turn their attention to it. Thalben-Ball has, however, devoted
several years to a new Psalter in which the chants are not of the
" four square " variety which have so long been the despair of
the cultured musician, but which, like lie Tudor madrigals,
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